
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CICADA WORD SEARCH! 

Find these 6 words hidden in the puzzle: MAGICICADA, TYMBAL,  

TURRETS, SIXTY-FOUR, PREDATOR, CARCASS 

 

A B H W Q R P Q Z T Y M B A L H I T S W

J R H O Z C S R U H P O O N M P O D V H 

H T Z O A C J E E M I N A B Y R Z C H A 

N N I J E R O T X D W Z C H Q S T A U V 

N E N I N Q R S Q B A L F W E A X R W Z 

B A C R T W J K Q S F T W Y X Q Z C H R 

K I R Y C J P U T T B N O T U I U A F F 

S A A S P N E C A A M J B R B T W S Z J 

W J A L J M A G I C I C A D A R W S M W

L C W B J B T E V E T R T E V H J W I T 

F D C T A K I D N S B U R Y S W E R R I 

S I X T Y F O U R T H M R A K K C T C L 

N A G R O M H J B H Y E N R L L I P W P 

D F N I T I E N Y D R H S E E D S N O S 

G T S S L Y F Y P T C G G K N T E W D O 

V B S N A C K T S I H L M N E D S W X 0 

MAGICICADA--The cicadas emerging around Bloomington are 

actually 3 different species all in the genus Magicicada: Magicada 

cassinii, Magicicada septendecim, and Magicicada septendecula. You 

can tell the 3 species apart by looking at their stripes on their 

abdomen.  

TYMBAL-The body part male cicadas use to "sing." 

TURRETS-Sometimes cicadas build mud turrets as they prepare to 

emerge from underground. Think of them as little cicada lookout 

towers. Scientists still don't really understand when or why they 

build them. 

SIXTY-FOUR-Cicadas emerge when the soil temperature about 8 

inches belowground reaches 64 degrees. 

PREDATOR-Cicadas are tasty snacks for many predators. That's why 

they emerge at the same time in such high abundances. Predators 

become so "satiated" (stuffed full of cicadas) that they simply cannot 

eat any more.  As a result, millions or billions still survive. 

CARCASS-The dead cicadas beginning to litter the ground. Each 

cicada body is packed full of nitrogen. As the carcass decomposes, 

these nutrients are released. 
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